
 

 

“If not now, when?” 
 
This is a phrase I learned a long time ago. It was meant as a push to do our 
part in creating the justice and peace we long for. Do not put off what must 
be done waiting for someone else to show up and do it. Lately, this phrase 
has come back to me in a very different context. Now, it is the plaintive 

question of many in our congregations longing to return to in person worship. Recognizing how 
difficult this season is for so many, still I have answered that question, “not yet.” 
 
I know the president has declared houses of worship as “essential” so that people can return to 
their sanctuaries. There are two things I’d like to raise. First, the CDC has named churches as 
“super spreaders.” There is plenty of concerning data that shows that a church service easily 
spreads the virus to many of those in attendance and then well beyond as those infected come 
into contact with others outside the church. We must think long and hard about whether our 
desire for in person worship is more important than those whose lives will be infected.  
 
A second concern for me is whether we are prepared to do everything in our power to protect 
those who come to worship. The guidelines are both daunting and essential. First, only the 
number of people who can gather using the six foot distancing and wearing masks (properly) 
can gather. Here is the rest of the requirements as outlined by my colleague, Gordon Rankin: 
“abstaining from physical contact, avoiding use of commonly touched items, vigorous cleaning 
routines and restriction on how and when food may be served.”  Insurance carriers in many 
places are providing guidelines regarding liturgical matters such as abstaining from singing and 
modified routines for serving communion. Are we prepared to do these things? Will in person 
worship with these restrictions and others really feel more worshipful than the ones we offer and 
attend virtually? 
 
I remain concerned about an issue I have raised several times.  The majority of our church 
members and a good portion of our clergy and musicians are in the highest risk groups due to 
age, a compromised immune system and/or certain chronic illnesses. If we open our doors now 
we are either excluding members and leaders from those services or asking them to put their 
lives on the line for us. I repeat: The Great Commandment calls us to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. How can we do that if we are putting people in vulnerable positions around their 
health and life? 
 
This is a time for patience in the midst of our longing for in person connection. Patience and 
longing are rich themes to explore with God in our prayer and meditation times.  
 
Each congregation will need to discern their choices. And, for now, when asked I say, “Not yet.” 
 
In hope and peace, 
Lynn 


